PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 

Port  Health  District. 

The  Port  Health  District  of  Preston  extends  from  Formby  Point  on 
the  south  to  a  point  about  2,350  yards  south  of  the  Victoria  Pier, 

South  Shore,  Blackpool,  on  the  north* 

The  dock,  which  is  3,200  feet  long  by  600  feet  wide,  covers  40 
acres  and  is  approached  by  the  entrance  basin,  850  feet  long  by  300  feet 
wide,  which  covers  44'  acres. 

The  communicating  locks  are  550  feet  long  and  66  feet  wide,  with  a 
depth  of  29  feet  6  inches  at  high  water  ordinary  spring  tide.  The  docks 
are  situated  in  the  borough,  and  are  about  16  miles  up  the  River  Ribble 
from  deep  water  at  the  bar. 

The  quays  are  l£  miles  long.  There  are  170  acres  of  storage  ground 
and  37,489  superficial  yards  of  covered  floor  space. 

The  dock  is  equipped  with  hydraulic  and  steam  cranes,  and  has  ample 
railway  facilities. 

The  cattle  lairage  accommodates  800  cattle  and  1,600  sheep  or  pigs. 

I.  -  Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Po^t. 

During  the  year  under  review  2,206  ships,  of  which  188  were  foreign, 
entered  the  Port.  The  details  showing  the  tonnage,  classification,  etc., 
coastwise  and  foreign,  and  the  method  of  propulsion,  are  given  in 
Table  A. 
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Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  during  the  Year. 


3. 


Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 

(a)  PASSENGER  TRAFFIC. 

v /hi  1st  Preston  ie  not  an  Approved  Port  for  the  landing 
of  passengers)  during  the  year  7  Alien  passengers  were 
landed  and  these  were  students  from  the  continent  who 

were  proceeding  to  England  for  educational  purposes. 

(h)  CARGO  TRAFFIC. 

The  principal  imports  are  cement,  cattle,  coal, cork, 
iron  and  steel,  motor  spirit,  potatoes,  potash  and 
phosphate,  pit  props,  timber,  stone  chippings,  wood  pulp, 

esparto  grass,  grain,  oil  seeds,  china  clay,  vehicles  and 
general  cargoes. 

Whilst  Preston  does  not  normally  deal  with  food 
cargoes,  a  large  consignment  of  foods  was  shipped  from 
Llttletown,  New  Zealand,  to  Liverpool,  where  due  to 
berthing  and  labour  problems  resulting  from  an  epidemic 
of  influenza,  the  vessel  "S.S.  Tropic"  British  4,500  tons, 
was  directed  to  this  Port.  The  cargo  dealt  with  included 
milk  powder,  barley,  casings,  corned  beef,  tinned  hams, 
peas  and  stearine.  The  principal  exports  are  coal  and 
coke,  pitch,  tar,  machinery,  vehicles,  petrol,  bitumen, 
oils,  scrap  iron  and  bricks.  > 

( c) FOREIGN  PORTS  FROM  WHICH  VESSELS  ARRIVED. 

/es  els  carrying  the  above-mentioned  imports  arrived 

Chiefly  from  the  following  foreign  portss  Arzew,  Arendal, 

Antwerp,  Bremen,  Bergen,  Bordeaux,  Cuxhaven,  Copenhagen, 

Drammen,  Friedrichstadt,  Furusund,  Fredrikshamn,  Gothenburg, 

Gefle,  Gdynie,  Halmsted,  Hamburg,  Hel  sintfborg,  Helsingfors, 

Kemi,  Karlstad,  Kotka,  Karlshamn,  Kalmar,  Leningrad, 

La  Palisse,  Larvilc,  Llttletown,  Lulee,  Loviss,  Marseilles, 

Norrkoping,  Oslo,  Oran,  Paris,  Raumo,  Rostock,  Sundsvall, 

Sfax,  Skelleftes,  Stockholm,  Trondheim,  Valvick,  Vestervik, 
Warnemunde. 
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Water  Supply, 


(1)  QOlXiCX  OP  fcUxPLY.  ' 

(•)  The  P0Pt  derlreB  «•  *<*er  from  the  town's  eupply,' 
Which  18  an  upland  aurfeoa  water  of  good  quant,  and 

well  suited  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

(t>)  The  vessels  are  also  supplied  from  the  above  source. 

0)  Careful  check  is  made  to  ensure  that  ship4  domestic 

tanks  ore  maintained  In  clean  and  satisfactory  coalition. 

(2)  HYJJRAH73  AND  HOSKPlPr,®, 

Hydrants  are  situated  at  numerous  points  in  the 

quay  rides  and  hosepipes  are  connected  to  them  for 

supplying  ships  with  water.  Stand-pipes  end  hoses  are 

stored  in  suitable  accommodation  to  ,  void  contamination 
when  not  in  use. 

(3)  WATER  BOATS, 

Water  fcoate  are  not  used  at  the  Port. 

(1)  ttRAMUtsms  TOR  DMMm  ‘KITH  DSQLAIUTIOM  OP  HiiALTH. 

"*“•  GUB‘om8  (Ceterguard  Service)  are  kept  eupplied 
with  Declarations  of  Heelth  for  use  of  their  Boarding 
Officers.  These  forms  are  supplied  to  masters  of  ships 
on  arrival  at  the  Port  and  It  is  usual  to  leave  e  blank 
copy  for  use  by  the  master  on  s  subsequent  voyage.  The 
Declarations  of  Health  collected  by  the  Custom.  Officers 
are  ob-elned  from  the  hate  guard  Office  by  the  Port 
Sanitary  Inspector# 

In  aeea  where  vessels  have  sickness  on  board  or 
have  come  from  "infected  ports"  the  Declarations  of 
Health  are  left  onboard  for  the  Port  Siedlcal  Officer's 

examination  and  a  record  thereof  made  in  a  book  by  the 

Customs. 
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IV 


go#  Health  Regulation?,  ^  and  1945.  (continued) 

(2)  BOARDING  OP  VESSELS  ON  ARRIVAL. 

All  vessels  entering  the  Port  which  have  come  from 
any  port  situated  in  the  list  of  Infected  Areas  prepared  hy 
the  Medical  Officer  in  accordance  with  Article  11  of  the 
Port  Health  Regulations  1933  are  hoarded  on  arrival  hy  the 
Port  Medical  Officer  after  berthing  and  crews  are  mustered 
for  medical  examination. 

(3)  NOTIFICATION  TO  THE  AUTHORITY  OF  INAARD  VESSELS  REQUIRING 

SPECIAL  ATTENTION. 

H.M.  Customs  and  the  Pilots  are  in  touch  with  shipbrokers, 
who  have  wireless  and  other  information  as  to  probable  time 
of  arrival.  The  Barge  Repair  Depot  in  the  river,  just  below 
Lytham,  about  9i  miles  from  Preston,  is  in  teiephomic 
communication  with  H.M.  Customs  and  the  Pilots. 

(4)  MOORING  STATIONS  DESIGNATED  UNDER  ARTICLE  10. 

(a)  The  mooring  place  for  "infected"  or  "suspected"  ships 
is  one  of  the  mooring  buoys  in  the  centre  of  the  Albert 
jidY/ard  Dockj  all  other  unhealthy  ships  are  "breasted  off" 
at  the  place  of  mooring,  discharge  or  loading. 

(b)  There  is  no  mooring  station  outside  the  docks. 

(5)  PARTICULARS  OF  ANY  STANDING  EXEMPTION. 

A  standing  exemption  from  detention  under  Article  14 
is  granted  in  respect  of  ships  with  infectious  disease  other 
than  cholera,  plague,  yellow  fever  a  d  smallpox  on  board, 
and  ships  otherwise  clean  arriving  from  ports  listed  under 
Article  11. 

(6)  EXPERIENCE  OF  ORKING  OF  ARTICLE  l6. 

In  order  to  conform  to  requirements  of  the  above  Article 
in  oh*  Port  Health  Regulations  1933#  instructions  have  been 
printed  on  page  4  of  the  Declaration  of  Health  under  the 
heading  "Instructions  to  Masters"  that  no  person  must  leave 
or  board  the  vessel,  with  the  exception  of  Pilots,  H.M.  Customs 
Officers,  Immigration  Officers  and  Officers  of  the  Port  Health 
Authority,  until  she  has  be  n  cl  ared  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer, 
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6. 

Port  Health  Regulations*  193^  and  19U5  (  co nt  inued)  . 

(6)  EXPERIENCE  OP  WORKING  OP  ARTICLE  16  (continued). 

Most  ship  owners  or  their  Agents  have  courteously 
co-operated  with  us  in  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  the 
Regulations. 

(7)  ARRANGEMENTS  MADE  FOR 5 

(a)  Premises  and  waiting  rooms  for  medical  examination: 

No  special  arrangements  have  been  made:  but  facilities 
can  be  made  available  at  Dock  Offices  should  occasion 
arise. 

(b)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons  and  clothing 
and  other  articles:  Quarters  are  disinfected  by  fumigation 
with  HCN  gas  by  arrangement  with  outside  commercial  firms 
if  necessary;  local  fumigation  by  sulphur  dioxide  and  DDT 
in  suitable  cases  is  carried  out  by  the  Port  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Infested  and  infected  bedding  and  clothing 

are  removed  by  van  to  the  Corporation  Disinfecting  Station, 
Argyll  Road,  Preston.  Cleansing  of  persons  is  also  carried 
out  at  the  disinfection  station. 

(c)  Premises  required  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of 
persons  for  the  purpose  of  the  Regulations:  None. 

(d)  Hospital  accommodation  available  for  plague,  cholera, 
yellow  fever,  smallpox  ahd  other  infectious  diseases: 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  removed  to  the  local 
Isolation  Hospital.  Smallpox  is  dealt  with  under 
arrangements  made  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

(e)  Ambulance  transport:  Ambulance  facilities  are  provided 
by  the  Corporation  Ambulance  Service. 

(f)  Supervision  of  Contacts:  Contacts  will  be  kept  under 
observation  or  surveillance  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer. 

(8)  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL  OR  PATHOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 

OP  RATS  FOR  PLAGUE. 

Examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 
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■  E&il  Heel thJjegiQfitf lone t  193?  and  19Ll3  (continued) 

(9)  «R^«iaWSnPOR  OTHER  BACTERIOLOGICAL  OR  PATHOLOGICAL 


(10) 


Slmil  r  arrangements  as  above  have  been  made  for  other 
examinations. 

DIAGNOSIS  AND  TREATMENT  OF  VENEREAL  DISSA^fs 
AMONG  SAILORS  UNDER  INTERNATIONAL  ARRANGEMENT. 

Enquiries  as  to  the  existence  of  venereal  disease  are 

made  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector.  Leaflets  and  posters, 

printed  in  English,  Norwegian  and  Swedish,  are  distributed 

and  displayed.  Treatment  is  provided  at  the  Preston  Royal 

Infirmary. 

Venereal  Disease  cases  notified  and  receiving  treatment 

at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  were  2  British  end  1  Alien 

,  /• 

only. 


(11)  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  INTERMENT  OP  DEAD. 

Arrangements  for  the  interment  of  a  deceased  raeiriber  of 
the  crew  of  any  vessel  would  be  by  arrangement  with  the 
Shipping  Agent  concerned  and  the  following  procedure  adopted 
in  the  event  of  such  person  dying  from  an  infectious  disease. 
The  body  would  be  removed  by  Health  Department  staff  to 
the  mortuary  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  notification  sent 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Mercantile  Marine  acting  for  the 
Ministry  of  Transport  for  the  purpose  of  local  enquiry  and 
verification  of  the  cause  of  death.  Cremation  of  the  body 
would  be  advised. 

(12)  OTHER  MATTERS  REQUIRING  OR  RECEIVING  ATTENTION. 

Nil. 


CASES  OP  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS. 

There  was  no  notification  received  of  a  case  of 
infectious  sickness  occurring  on  vessels  during  the  voyage. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels 


Disease 

lib.  of  Coses  during 
the  year 

No.  of  Vessels 
concerned 

Average  No.  of 
Cases  for  previous 
5  years 

Passengers 

Crew  1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Maefiurca  .taken  Rodents, 

(1)  ST  KPS  TAXifiW  POR  THK  DKTNGTIO*  OP  RODJ5NT  PLAGUS. 


(a)  In  ahipti  In  the  Port*  inquiries  are  made  by  the  Port 
Sanitary  Inspector  on  all  lnoomlxg  vea  el  ,  and  any 
undue  mortality  among  rats  is  reported  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  who  makes  the  necessary  arrangements 
with  the  Laboratory  of  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

(b)  On  quay8,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  in  the  vicinity  of 

the  Po rt s  Dally  observation  is  made  by  the  rodent 

operator,  and  in  the  cose  of  any  undue  mortality  similar 

steps  to  those  detailed  above  ore  taken. 

{?.)  II&ASUR&O  TAK39  TO  PR;>V,5HT  Thai  PASSAGE  OP  RATS  BKTWSiSH  SHIPS  AND 
TH  i  SHORS. 

All  ships  from  foreign  ports,  especially  those  from 
infected  area  ports,  are  required  to  place  efficient  rat-guards 
on  all  mooring  ropes  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between 
ships  end  the  shore.  In  the  event  ®f  vessels  not  having  the 
required  equipment  on  board  rat-guards  are  loaned  at  a  charge 
of  sixpence  per  guard  *  ally  and  a  charge  of  fourteen  shillings 
is  made  in  the  case  of  each  loss, 

(3)  METHODS  OP  DkRATI jjATION  OP  - 

Ships!  Ship:  are  dejpatised  by  traps  and  poison,  and  these 
may  be  supplemented  by  fumigation  by  means  of  HCN  gas  or 
sulphur  dioxide  if  necessary. 

Premises  in  the  vicinity  of  the  docks  or  quays s  These 
premises  ar  subject  to  treatments  laid  down  in  official 
directives  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Piheries. 

,  i 

To  Sh  ict*  9 . . 


(8) 


(b) 


\ 


. 


. 


. 

.  .  ;  ’  ■ 

.  V*<» 

: 


vfl 

•  • 

•  • 

* 


. 

. 


r 


9- 

v.  -  Mensures  taken  against  Rodents  (continued) 

(4)  MEASURES  TAKEN  FOR  THE  DETECTION  OF  RAT  PREVALENCE  IN  SHIPS 

AND  ON  SHORE. 

•  $ 

A  "half-time"  rodent  operator  is  employed  in  Port  Health 
work,  and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  during  the 
year  under  review: 


Number  of  properties  with  minor  infestation 

Number  of  properties  with  major  infestation 

Number  of  properties  with  mice  infestation 

Number  of  properties  inspected 

Number  of  inspections  made 

Number  of  Notices  served  re  infestation 

Number  of  poison  baits  laid 

Number  of  poison  baits  consumed 

Number  of  rats  found  dead 

Number  of  traps  set 

Number  of  rats  caught  by  traps 

Number  of  rats  submitted  to  the  P.R.I. 

Laboratory  for  pathological  examination 


•  •  • 

64 

•  •  • 

31 

•  ,•  • 

12 

p  •  p 

96 

•  •  p 

530 

p  p  • 

— — 

•  •  • 

3080 

p  p  p 

1087 

p  •  p 

919 

p  p  • 

1395 

•  •  • 

293 

(5)  RAT-PROOFING. 

(a)  The  major  part  of  the  ground  floor  space  in  the  warehouse 
is  constructed  of  concrete.  Any  possible  source  of  entry 
found  during  routine  visits  to  buildings  is  made  sound 
immediately. 

(b)  No  action  has  been  taken  to  extend  rat-proofing  of  ships 
or  on  shore. 


Rats  destroyed  during  the  year. 

TABLE  E.  -  ON  VESSELS. 


Class  of  Rat 

CO 

3 

• 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr, May 

June, 

Jiy 

>Aug, 

,Sep.Oct , 

Nov, 

,Dec. 

Total 

Black 

6 

5 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

13 

Brown 

- 

Other  Species 

9 

8 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21 

Examined 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

•m 

- 

4 

Infected  with 
Plague 

*■  ’ 

- 

Included  in  the  above  are  four  vessels  for  breaking  up  by  T.  Ward  &  Co. 
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TABLE  P. 


IN  DOCKS,  QUAYS,  WHARVES  AND  WAREHOUSES. 


Class  of  Rat 


Black 

Brown 

Other  Species 

Examined 

Infected  with 
Plague 


Jan.  Peb. Mar .Apl. May, June, 

•  .  •  |  •  .  1 

.July, Aug, Sept. Oct, Nov, Dec. 

35  16  14  10  25  41 

30  20  25  29  30  26 

80  38  22  60  90  120 

100  80  72  85  70  81 

61  10  20  19  29  40 

47  10  28  60  67  56 

2  1  -  -  1 

i  *  ^ 

Total 


Nil 


MEASURES  07  RAT  DESTRUCTION  ON  PLAGUE  "INFECTED"  OR  "SUSPECTED"  VES  ELS 

OR  VES  ELS  PROM  PLAGUE  INFECTED  PORTS  ARRIVING  IN  THE  PORT  DURING  THE 

Year  . 

No  such  vessel  arrived  at  the  Port  during  the  year.  This  Port  is 
not  on  the  list  of  "Authorised  Ports"  for  the  granting  of  Deratisation 
Certificates. 


TABLE  G. 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  "infected"  or  "suspected"  Vessels 
of  Vessels  from  plague  infected  ports  arriving  in  the  Port  during 

the  year. 


Total  No. 
of  such 
Vessels 
arriving. 

No.  of 
such 
Vessels 
fumigated 
by  SO 2. 

No.  of 

rats 

killed. 

No.  of 

such 
vessels 
fumigated 
by  HCN. 

No.  of 

rats 

killed. 

No.  of 
euch 
Vessels 
on  which 
trapping, 
poisoning, 
&c. ,were 
employed. 

No  •  of 

rats 

killed. 

No.  of  such 
Vessels  on 
which  me a  sure* 
of  Rat 
de struct  ion 
were  not 
carried  out. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

PREVENTION  OP  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949. 


PREVENTION  OP  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  (APPLICATION  TO  SHIPPING)  ORDER.  1951. 

As  from  October  1st.,  1951  this  Order  was  brought  into  force.  All 
classes  of  vessels  as  defined  in  Section  2  of  the  Order  were  searched 


by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Rodent  Operator. 

Thirty— four  Local  Deratization  Certificates  were  issued  to  Masters 
of  ships  at  this  Port  found  to  be  free  from  rat  infestation. 

None  of  the  local  ships  required  treatment. 
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VI. 


The  Hygiene  of  Crewe*  Spaces. 


TABLE  J.  -  CLASSIFICATION  OF  NUISANCES. 


Nationality 
of  Vessel 

Number 
inspect ed 
during  the 
year 

Defects  of 
original 
co  nstruct  ion 

Structural 
defects 
through 
wear  and 
tear 

Dirt,  vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health 

Number  of 
defects 
remedied 

British 

701 

37 

43 

47 

76 

Other 

Nations 

168 

14 

25 

10 

31 

VII.  -  Pood  Inspection. 

(1)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (IMPORTED  FOODS)  REGULATIONS,  1937,  THE  PUBLIC 

HEALTH  (IMPORTED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1925,  AND  THE  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES,  ETC.,  IN  FOOD)  REGUT.  AT  IONS,  1923 
TO  1940. 

Seven  tins  of  "C.C."  Beef  "Salisbury*  (42  lbs.)  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  food  from  consignments  of  food 
received  per  "S.S.  Tropic"  from  New  Zealand.  Three  tins 
of  "C.C."  beef  (2? lbs.)  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  Depots 
on  Docks  were  found  to  be  blown  and  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

(2)  SHELL- FISH. 

There  are  both  mussel  and  cockle  layings  in  the  Port 
area,  the  main  beds  being  off  Lytham-St .-Annes  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  and  between  Southport  pier  and 
Formby  point  on  the  south  side. 

Mussel  gathering  is  controlled  by  the  Preston  (Shell 
Fish)  Regulations  1923* 

Cleansing  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Lytham 
Cleansing  tanks  which  are  operated  by  Lancashire  County 
Council. 

(A)  During  the  year  est  Lancs.  Sea  Fisheries  Board 
commenced  relaying  some  of  the  mussel  beds,  with  mussels 
from  the  Morecsmbe  area;  by  this  means  it  is  hoped  to 
stimulate  growth,  which  has  for  some  time  been  retarded 
by  over  picking. 
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VII.  ^  Food  Inspection  (continued) 

(2)  8HKIX-FISH  (A)  continued. 

During  the  year  the  Cleansing  Station  dealt  with 
2,000  bags  of  Lytham  mussels,  3,000  bags  from  Eire, 

3,000  bags  from  Morecambe,  and  23  bags  from  Knott  End. 

(B)  Cockle  gathering  is  not  under  any  control  at  present, 
but  samples  taken  over  a  period  have  shown  that  there  is 
a  steadily  increasing  degree  of  contamination,  so  that  it 
may  be  necessary  in  the  near  future  to  introduce 
restrictions  on  the  uncontrolled  gathering  and  sale  of 
these  shell  fi3h. 

(3)  SAMFLESOF  FOOD  SUBMITTED  FOR  EXAMINATION. 

(a)  Three  samples  of  cockles  taken  from  the  layings 
Lytham  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination: 

all  were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

(b)  No  sample  has  been  submitted  for  examination  by  the 
Public  Analyst. 

VIII.  -  Imp&rtation  of  Livestock  from  Ireland. 

During  the  year  3*098  bovine  animals  were  landed,  in 
addition  to  1 6  goats  and  30  sheep.  The  veterinary  inspection 
of  all  livestock  arriving  at  the  Port  is  carried  out  by  an 
officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  *;nd  Fisheries.  One 
emergency  slaughter  was  carried  out  due  to  injuries.  The 
lairage  accommodates  800  cattle,  and  1,600  sheep  or  pigs. 

IX.  -  Canal  Boat^f 

There  is  now  no  canal  boat  registered  with  this 


Authority, 
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